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DOWNTOWN DURHAM, INC.

“Downtown Durham is uniquely 
wonderful. I look forward to 
engaging with all of downtown’s 
stakeholders to strengthen our 
best traditions, to work through 
our challenges, to identify and 
welcome new opportunities 
and to include everyone in our 
success.” 

—Nicole J. Thompson

There has been a lot of activity and excitement in Downtown Durham this 

past year including new business openings, exciting events, increased vis-

itorship and the addition of multiple cranes to our skyline as new develop-

ment projects break ground. The highlight was the hiring of our new Presi-

dent and CEO, Nicole J. Thompson.

WELCOMING NICOLE J. THOMPSON
Thompson joins DDI with more than 25 years of economic development and community revitalization ex-

perience, most recently as the Executive Director of the Lake County Economic Development Corporation 

in Leadville, CO. Prior to that, Thompson worked with a host of organizations in Virginia including the Com-

monwealth of Virginia and the cities of Norfolk and Portsmouth and King George and Fairfax Counties. 

Thompson has prior experience in the Triangle. She served as community economic development coordi-

nator with the Durham-based NC Institute of Minority Economic Development. She earned an M.A. in City 

and Regional Planning from UNC-Chapel Hill to complement her bachelor’s degree in Urban Studies and 

Political Science from the University of Richmond in Virginia.
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PARTNERS IN PROGRESS

DDI thanks our Partners in Progress:

Carolina Theater

John Hodges-
Copple

Bull City Signs

Steve Toler LLC

Sigmon 
Construction

Coulter Jewell 
Thames

Durham Arts 
Council

Durham 
Association of 
Realtors

Bank of NC

BHHSYSU

CBRE

East-West 
Partners

Rabon & Dailey

Additional Partners:
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Bui ldSense 
completed (2012)

Motorco Music  Hal l 
completed (2010)

Carmichael  Bui ld ing 
completed (2014)

Old Havana Sandwich Shop 
completed (2011)

Cocoa Cinnamon 
completed (2013)

Sur f  Club 
completed (2011)

Cr iminal  Just ice  Center 
completed (2013)

The Pit  Authent ic  Barbecue 
completed (2014)

R ise  Baker y
completed (2016)

The Whetstone 
completed (2014)

DaVita  Dia lys is 
completed (2012)

West  Vi l lage Phase I I I 
completed (2015)

Diamond View I I I 
completed (2014)

539 Foster  expec ted 
complet ion (Fal l  2016)

Durham Athlet ic  Park  (DAP) 
completed (2009)

L iber t y  Warehouse Apar tments 
expec ted complet ion (Spr ing 2017)

Durham Centra l  Park  -  Mt .  Merr i l l  /  Leaf 
completed (2015/2011)

Pol ice  Headquar ters 
expec ted complet ion (Fal l  2017)

Durham CoHousing 
completed (2014)

The R ick house 
completed (2015)

Durham Count y Human Ser vices  
completed (2013)

Alof t  Hotel 
completed (2015)

Durham Per forming Ar ts  Center  (DPAC ) 
completed (2008)

Blue Note Gr i l l 
completed (2015)

Durham Stat ion Transpor tat ion Center 
completed (2009)

Durham Dist i l ler y 
completed (2015)

Ful lsteam Brewer y 
completed (2010)

McPherson Marr iott  Res idence Hotel 
completed (2015)

Geer  Street  G arden 
completed (2011)

300 E .  Main Street 
in  planning phase

Golden Belt 
completed (2008)

Durham Count y L ibrar y  Renovat ions 
planned (2019)

K ing’s  Sandwich Shop 
completed (2010)

Woodf ie ld  Apar tments 
expec ted complet ion (Fal l  2017)

Morr is  R idge 
completed (2012)

Ponysaurus 
completed (2015)

The Chester f ie ld
expec ted complet ion (Spr ing 2017)
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DOWNTOWN DURHAM MASTER PLAN

OVERVIEW
Downtown Durham has exploded with new restau-

rants, shops, hotels, and businesses since our last 

update to the Master Plan in 2008. This update is 

the result of significant public input from residents, 

business and property owners, government part-

ners, and visitors who care about Downtown. We 

have done our best to listen carefully to their input, 

and to reflect it in the master plan. We organize 

the plan into four main project categories, and call 

out a few special projects for specific attention.

DESIGN
Future development should ensure we are building 

an urban environment that respects our historic 

architecture, fills in surface parking lots and cre-

ates a more interesting pedestrian experience. Infill 

development reconnects our urban fabric, adds 

more “eyes on the street” which improves safety in 

public spaces, and improves the efficiency of tran-

sit service, biking, and walking all by increasing the 

density of users and amenities in an area.

LOGISTICS
Public Private Partnerships have been integral to 

Durham’s renaissance. As Downtown continues to 

grow it is important we remain flexible in structur-

ing future partnerships as we efficiently manage 

our limited space and parking resources.. Road 

closures as a result of events and construction, are 

facts of life in growing cities. Durham needs to find 

innovative ways to ensure this information is com-

municated to business and property owners.

CONNECTIVITY
We need to improve how people get in and 

around Downtown. Creating a more bikeable and 

walkable Downtown will go a long way to mitigat-

ing parking issues, and improving the vitality of 

our Downtown.

DIVERSITY
Durham’s diversity makes our city great. It sets 

us apart from other cities. Our diversity and in-

clusivity should be celebrated and nurtured. 

Providing office, retail, and housing at a variety 

of price points, and building up and supporting 

our minority-businesses and cultural events are 

important steps toward increasing diversity. 
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CONCLUSION
Downtown is Durham’s living 

room, and must be a comfortable 

and welcoming place for every-

one in our community. Public 

input directed this plan, and will 

guide Downtown development 

over the next eight years. Please 

visit our website to download a 

copy of the Master Plan.
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P L AC EH O M E TO DAY F U T U R E AC T I O N p a g e  8

t h e

Downtown is  a  thr iving neighborhood that  attrac ts 
diverse talent  and residents  with i ts  concentrat ion of 

cultural ,  educational,  employment and commercial 
oppor tunit ies.   I t  continues to  dist inguish i tself 

nat ional ly  by embracing the diversit y  that  makes 
Downtown D urham stand out  among its  peers.

downtown future 
vision economic 

development goals

increase of f ice  space.  Jobs  require  low levels 
of  government  ser v ices,  increase the tax  base, 

and provide employment  oppor tunit ies  for 
res idents

increase t ranspor tat ion a l ternat ives  through 
publ ic  t ransi t ,  as  wel l  as  pedestr ian & bike 

infrastruc ture.  Park ing infrastruc ture  is 
expensive,  and takes  away valuable  downtown 

real  estate  f rom higher  and better  uses. 
Addit ional ly,  h igher  pedestr ian usage attrac ts 
reta i l  and makes  for  a  more v ibrant  downtown

inf i l l  vacant  and underut i l ized sec t ions  of 
st reetscapes  to  increase cohesiveness  and 

walk abi l i t y  of  downtown

use publ ic  pr ivate  par tnerships  and incent ives 
to  ensure development  meets  the communit y ’s 
goals .  I ncent ives  can be used to  provide publ ic 

goods l ike  parks,  jobs,  and housing

increase reta i l  of fer ings  at  st reet  level  in  key 
corr idors

CO M M U N I T Y  V I S I O N I N G  E X E R C I S E  |  J u l y  1 1 ,  2 0 1 5

Downtown should 
evolve as  an 

engaging,  cultural , 
walk able  mixed-use 

dest inat ion with 
diverse  l i fest y le 

opt ions  that  ser ves 
an eclec t ic  base of 

res idents,  employees 
and v is i tors.

Downtown is  a  place 
where par tnerships 

attrac t  inc lus ive 
development 
for  res idents, 

employment  and 
one of  a  k ind 

enter ta inment  whi le 
preser ving our  shared 

histor y.

Downtown is  a  v ibrant 
c i t y  that  attrac ts 
a  diverse  ta lent 

base because of  the 
ex traordinar y  cultural , 

educat ional ,  ar t ist ic 
and commercia l 

oppor tunit ies.   I t 
d ist inguishes  i tse l f 
nat ional ly  when we 

put  out  the welcome 
mat  that  promotes 
inclus ion of  people 
f rom al l  age groups, 
races,  genders  and 

f ie lds  of  work .

Downtown 
is  a  thr iv ing 

neighborhood that 
ref lec ts  the divers i t y 

of  the Durham 
communit y  and 

ser ves  as  a  wor ld 
c lass  dest inat ion.

As  par t  of  the Downtown Communit y  Workshop on July  11,  2015,  par t ic ipants  were asked to  develop their  own future  v is ion for  Downtown.   A 
lot  of  wonder ful  ideas  were shared and on several  occass ions,  complete  strangers  engaged in  meaningful  d ia logue and developed jo int  v is ions.  
This  exerc ise  showed the diverse  role  of  Downtown to i ts  many users,  but  a lso  ref lec ts  the high level  of  engagement  and the communit y ’s 
abi l i t y  to  come together  to  achieve a  common goal .   The fol lowing are  a  few examples  of  the statements  created by par t ic ipants.

H O M E TO DAY F U T U R E P L AC E AC T I O N p a g e  1 6

2 0 1 6  U P D A T E
D O W N TO W N  M A S T E R  P L A N

a framework for  the future

TO DAYH O M E F U T U R E P L AC E AC T I O N p a g e  1

D I V E R S I T Y
Downtown’s  is  our  l iving ro om

E A R L Y  A C T I O N

Downtown should intent ional ly  encourage a  broad range of  economic,  housing,  and cultural  investments 
that  promote Downtown’s  inc lus iv i t y  and ensure i t  remains  Downtown’s  l iv ing room.   We expl ic i t ly  want 
Durham to be inclus ive  for  ever yone regardless  of  gender,  sexual  or ientat ion,  race,  re l igion,  or  economic 
status.

Encourage racial ly  diverse 
events  to  locate Downtown .

Create a  diversit y  focused 
work ing group with the 
express  purpose of  increasing 
communications to  a 
broad array of  communit y 
memebers  about  what  is 
happening Downtown.

Proac tively  reach out  to 
racial ly  diverse communit y 
groups to  present 
information on Downtown, 
and invite  to  explore.

D D I ,  D C V B,  C I T Y  & CO U N T Y

CO N T I N U I N G

CO M M U N I T Y  G R O U P S

H I G H  I M PAC T

N / A

Pursue the implementation 
of  inclusive redevelopment 
strategies  and explore 
var ious development 
incentives  to  ensure the 
appropriate  mix  of  uses  wi l l 
be incorporated into future 
projec ts.

Recruit  and retain racial ly 
diverse businesses  that 
include tech entrepreneurs, 
ser vices,  and street- level 
businesses.

D D I ,  O E W D,  D E V E LO P E R S , 
R E A L  E S TAT E  B R O K E R S ,  S E L F 
H E L P,  P R I VAT E  I N V E S T M E N T

CO M M U N I T Y  G R O U P S

H I G H  I M PAC T

LO W / M E D I U M  CO S T

CO N T I N U I N G

To suppor t  a  mix  of  bui lding 
uses  and t ypes,  developers 
should be encouraged to 
provide an array of  retai l 
and off ice  bay s izes .  These 
are  “af fordable  by design” 
opt ions.

UDO changes to  encourage 
retai l  c lusters  including 
requir ing retai l /commercial 
space at  ground level  in 
dedicated areas.   I ncreasing 
supply  wi l l  help mit igate cost 
increases.

O E W D,  D E V E LO P E R S ,  CC P D

CO N T I N U I N G

D D I

H I G H  I M PAC T

LO W  CO S T

Encourage developers  to 
develop units  at  a  number of 
s izes  and price  points.

Use Publ ic  Pr ivate Par tnerships 
to  develop mixed-income 
projec ts.

I mplement recommendations 
from K aren Lado’s  repor t 
commissioned by the Cit y 
Counci l .

C D,  O E W D,  C I T Y  O F  D U R H A M , 
D U R H A M  CO U N T Y

D D I ,  CO M M U N I T Y  G R O U P S ,  C I T I Z E N S

H I G H  I M PAC T

N / A

CO N T I N U I N G

Provide technical assistance for local 
businesses.

Explore financial assistance 
programs like: community 
development revolving loan funds, 
small business grants, and targeted 
financial assistance.

DDI should continue assisting small 
businesses interested in locating 
downtown by providing information 
about available spaces, providing 
downtown market information, 
connecting them with small 
business technical assistance service 
providers and helping to navigate 
permitting/regulatory processes.

OEWD, FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS, 
DURHAM TECH, SBA, SCORE, 
CITY’S SBA ADVISORY COUNCIL

CO N T I N U I N G

D D I

H I G H  I M PAC T

M E D I U M  CO S T

P R O M OT E, 
P U B L I C  P O L I C Y

P R O M OT E, 
P U B L I C  P O L I C Y

P R O M OT E, 
P U B L I C  P O L I C Y

P R O M OT E, 
P U B L I C  P O L I C Y

P R O M OT E, 
P U B L I C  P O L I C Y

R A C I A L  &  C U L T U R A L 
D I V E R S I T Y

H O M E TO DAY F U T U R E P L AC E AC T I O N p a g e  5 1

I N V E S T M E N T L O C A L  B U S I N E S SH O U S I N GL A N D  U S E

t y p e s

T R A N S P O R TAT I O N  A LT E R N AT I V E S
implic ations of  technolo gy and transp or tation

R E V I E W

Downtown Durham is  growing rapidly  with over  1 .2  mi l l ion square feet  of  of f ice  space 
and over  a  1000 housing units  in  the pipel ine as  of  summer 2016.  The c i t y ’s  current 
re l iance on one passenger  car  t r ips  wi l l  gradual ly  change to  t r ips  to  work ,  shopping 
and le isure.    Related costs  such as  addit ional  park ing,  and expanding roadways,  and 
environmental  concerns  wi l l  threaten Durham’s  qual i t y  of  l i fe  and abi l i t y  to  manage in 
an ef fec t ive  manner  i ts  growth.    Al ternat ive  modes of  t ranspor tat ion of fer  a  number  of 
benef i ts  and wi l l  become more prac t ica l  as  we add densit y.   There  are  opt ions  avai lable 
today that  can inf luence future  decis ion mak ing and help to  inform our  pol ic y  leaders 
and our  res idents.   L isted below are  several  opt ions.  

L ight-R ai l :  The Durham Orange L ight  R ai l  wi l l  connec t  Durham to Chapel  H i l l  on a  17-
mi le  l ine  with at  least  17 stat ions  (19 i f  the NCCU and Center  Cit y  stat ions  are  added) . 
This  i s  impor tant  long term infrastruc ture,  but  the best  case scenar io  for  construc t ion 
complet ion is  2025.

Car-Shar ing:  This  model  was  pioneered by Zip  Car  in  the mid-2000’s  as  a  way to  rent  a 
car  hour ly  to  do shor t  er rands such as  grocer y  shopping.  Z ip  Car,  and Enterpr ise,  both 
have l imited of fer ings  in  Durham through Duke Univers i t y.  Audi  i s  of fer ing a  pi lot 
program through Amer ican Underground.  This  can be a  cost  ef fec t ive  program for  those 
that  only  need a  car  for  an occas ional  er rand.  General  Motors  recent ly  pushed for ward 
i ts  new car-shar ing star t-up,  Maven,  which is  current ly  operat ing in  e ight  c i t ies.

Autonomous Vehic le  Systems:   I t  i s  l ike ly  that  c i t ies  wi l l  exper ience the introduc t ion 
of  autonomous vehic les  (se l f - dr iv ing cars,  busses  and trucks)  within  the nex t  3  years.  
From that  point  on there  is  l ike ly  to  be an increase in  these t ypes  of  vehic les  thus 
changing the dr iv ing and car- owning habits  of  local  households  in  a  not iceable  way 
over  the nex t  10 years.   There  are  several  demonstrat ion programs a l ready establ ished 
nat ional ly  that  focus  on the impac t  such systems have on travel  habits ,  infrastruc ture 
including roads and park ing,  and local  regulat ions.   Durham is  an excel lent  potent ia l 
candidate  for  ear ly  introduc t ion of  such a  system given i ts  compac tness  and large 
mi l lennia l  populat ion.   A  proac t ive  approach to  this  cer ta in  new transpor tat ion opt ion 
should be considered.  

R ide -Shar ing:  ( Taxis ,  Uber,  Lyf t )  Larger  c i t ies  have been us ing Uber  & Lyf t  in  response to 
what  was  seen as  sub -par  tax i  ser v ice.  Both ser v ices  have been operat ing in  Durham for 
around t wo years.  R ide -shar ing l ike  this  are  most  t ypical ly  used to  get  to  and f rom the 
a i rpor t  and to  go out  at  n ight .  These ser v ices  are  excel lent  ways  to  reduce the need for 
park ing spaces,  as  wel l  as  reduce the r isk  of  drunk dr iv ing. 

Walk ing & Bik ing:  With the increase in  housing units  in  and around downtown, 
improving our  bic ycle  and pedestr ian infrastruc ture  is  an excel lent  way to  a l low people 
to  move around our  c i t y  without  having to  provide park ing spaces.  A  desi re  for  these 
projec ts  ranked ver y  high in  the 2015 Durham Cit izen Sat is fac t ion Sur vey.

Bike  Share :  Af ter  Durham has  increased i ts  dedicated bic ycle  infrastruc ture,  a  b ike  share 
could become a  way for  people  to  quick ly  and eas i ly  t ravel  f rom Duke to  Downtown, 
Amer ican Tobacco to  Centra l  Park ,  or  NCCU to Br ight leaf.  I n  order  for  this  to  become a 
real i t y  we need to  bui ld  the infrastruc ture  f i rst .

a b o v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s o u r ce d  f r o m :  C i t y L a b,  w r i t t e n  b y  E r i c  J a f f e,  @ e _ j a f f e e.   “ H o w  t h e  M i c r o t ra n s i t  M o v e m e n t  i s 
C h a n g i n g  U r b a n  M o b i l i t y :  T h e  g o o d  a n d  t h e  b a d  o f  a l l  t h e s e  n e w  f l e x i b l e  r i d e  s e r v i ce s.”  ( A p r i l  2 7 ,  2 0 1 5 )

H O M E TO DAY F U T U R E P L AC E AC T I O N p a g e  3 3
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DURHAM INNOVATION ECOSYSTEM

DURHAM.ID
The Durham.ID will soon break ground on two new 

office buildings totaling more than 350,000 sq. ft. 

of office space, 20,000 sq. ft. of retail, and includ-

ing a 1,200 car parking deck. Duke Clinical Re-

search Institute has already leased the entirety of 

one of the buildings. These buildings will bring jobs 

and retail to what was formerly a parking lot.

AMERICAN UNDERGROUND
The American Underground continues to set the 

pace for co-working spaces nationally. AU has 257 

companies in four locations downtown with 874 

workers. Beating national averages, 48% are mi-

nority and/or women-led. This year AU is launch-

ing a third Start-Up Stampede for consumer 

product companies, as well as Gridwork Durham 

a co-working space for the freelance and small 

business community.

THE CHESTERFIELD
The Chesterfield is nearing completion and will 

become a major linchpin in connecting the Bright-

leaf District to the City Center. It has already 

secured three major tenants, Duke University, 

Nutanix, and Biolab NC, and will provide 11,000 

sq. ft. of retail space on Main St. We can’t wait to 

see this building spring to life after being vacant 

for more than a decade. 
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OFFICE & RESIDENTIAL

RESIDENTIAL
Downtown is an attractive place to live with great 

restaurants, bars, retail, and event spaces. It is 

within walking distance to many jobs, and is a short 

bike or stroll to other great places in Downtown. 

In 1993 there were only a handful of people living 

downtown. There are currently over 1,700 units 

downtown. We expect an additional 1,348 units to 

come online over the next few years. Liberty Ware-

house has just begun leasing units on the Foster 

side and is seeing strong demand.

OFFICE
According to Jones Lang LaSalle, Downtown 

Durham’s office market is incredibly healthy with 

only 1.1% vacancy in the last quarter of 2016 for 

Class A space, and 2.3% vacancy for all office.

The high demand for office paired with the prox-

imity to great universities, the high quality of living, 

and our talented workforce have all contributed 

to a strong pipeline for office projects. Downtown 

Durham currently has over 3 million sq. ft. of office.

WHAT’S ON TAP

NAME UNITS

The Brannan 35

Solis Brightleaf 194

Liberty Warehouse 246

Gateway Apartments 325

City Center 130

Van Alen 418

Total 1,348

WHAT’S ON TAP

NAME SIZE (SQ. FT.)

Chesterfield 284K

555 Mangum 225K

Durham.ID 350K

One City Center 131K

Former Hendricks Chevy 218K

Total 1.2 Million Sq. Ft.
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RETAIL

NEW BARS & RESTAURANTS
Durham’s local food scene has been exploding. 

2016 saw 15 new bars and restaurants open down-

town, and three existing businesses: Beyu, Taberna 

Tapas, and Alley 26 announced expansion plans. 

Multiple chef/owners have opened new concepts 

downtown in 2016, demonstrating just how com-

mitted they are to this city and its food scene.

NEW RETAIL
Retail options have expanded due to an increase in 

folks living, working and visiting Downtown. 2016 

saw the arrival of Carolina Soul Record Store, Ev-

eryday Magic, Runaway Clothing, Bulldega Urban 

Market, Zen Succulent, Vintage Vault, Bull City 

Olive Oil, Song of Sixpence, Empress Herbs, and 

Liberation Threads have also opened and added 

to our existing retail options giving shoppers more 

reasons to come downtown and discover all of the 

locally owned shops that downtown has to offer. 

Top: Enjoy some of the country’s best dining and bars con-

veniently located downtown. Middle: Durham’s shopping 

scene offers colorful and unique choices in home decor, 

food, gifts and more.

WHAT’S ON TAP

NEW RETAIL SPACE SIZE (SQ. FT.)

Chesterfield 11,000

Jack Tar 11,860

One City Center 25,000

Liberty Warehouse 24,000

555 N. Mangum 15,500

Gateway 7,000

Durham.ID - 200 Morris St. 5,700

Durham.ID - 300 Morris St. 15,000

Total 115,060
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EVENTS & 
ENTERTAINMENT

Top: You’ll find fantastic opportunities to take in live music 

with refreshments downtown. Photo courtesy of Beyù Caffè. 

Middle: Durham Central Park hosts a number of festivities, 

including Baraat celebrations. Bottom: Join us for fantastic 

performances at the Art of Cool. Photo by Justin Gartman.

EVENTS
In spite of our size, Durham attracts some major 

events: American Dance Festival, Full Frame Docu-

mentary Film Festival, Art of Cool, and Moogfest are 

nationally known festivals that attract major talent 

and fans from all across the world. In addition to 

these festivals, locally grown festivals like Center-

fest, the NC Gay & Lesbian Film Festival, NC Comi-

con, and New Belgium’s Tour de Fat attract strong 

crowds year after year adding to Durham’s color.

ENTERTAINMENT
Durham Performing Arts Center (DPAC), the Car-

olina Theater, The Durham Bulls Athletic Park, Man 

Bites Dog Theater, Durham Independent Dance Art-

ists, the new Durham Fruit and Produce Co, Motorco, 

Blue Note Grill, and the Pinhook are just a few of the 

places you can go catch a play, a Broadway musical, 

a baseball game, a concert, a movie, or some other 

performance. DPAC has been one of the top five 

theaters in the country for the past five years, consis-

tently ranking in the top 5 U.S venues for attendance.
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PARKING

The Downtown Ambassadors have had a great year. 

With the growth in visitors, residents, and employ-

ees downtown we have added two full-time ambas-

sadors. Our  ambassadors are constantly receiving 

training, most recently for CPR and on the new 

parking meters so they can assist when needed.

SERVICES 2016 TOTALS

Brick Work Sidewalk Repair 1,335 Sq. Ft.

Trash Collected 16,718 Bags

Graffiti and 
Stickers Removed

467 Tags and  
2,414 Stickers

Broom & Pan 168,552 Blockfaces

Jump Starts and  
Flat Tire Assistance 86 Assists

Citizen Assists 8,289 Assists

CLEAN & SAFE

Growing cities always struggle 

with balancing parking needs 

with building too much. Here are 

some of the parking improve-

ments coming in the near future:

• The city will start construction 

on a new 800+ space parking 

deck on Morgan St. in between 

Mangum St. and Rigsbee St. 

• Elevator modernization in all 

Downtown parking garages

• Increased security and camer-

as in all Downtown garages

• New revenue control devices in 

parking decks will speed entry 

and exit to reduce bottlenecks

MORGAN STREET DECK
WITH ANTICIPATED
DELIVERY 2019

CORCORAN
STREET
DECK 

CHURCH
STREET
DECK 

CHAPEL HILL
STREET DECK 

CENTRE DECK



2016 ANNUAL REPORT 11

ACCOLADES

TOP 10 
America’s 
Next Hot 

Food Cities  
—Zagat

TOP 5: 
Venture 
Capital 

Investment 
Per Capita

—Martin 

Prosperity 

Institute

TOP 3: 
Most 

Educated City 
—Wallet Hub

TOP 5: 
Places to Live

—U.S. News  

& World Report

TOP 10: 
City for  
Black  

Entrepreneurs
—Nerd Wallet

TOP 10: 
City for  

Women in the 
Workforce  
—Nerd Wallet

LOOKING FORWARD

1.2 million 
sq. ft. of 
office

115,000 
sq. ft. of 

retail

1400 
residential 

units

150  
hotel  
rooms

DEVELOPMENT PIPELINE
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115 Market St, Suite 213 
Durham, NC 27701

Phone: 919-682-2800

DowntownDurham.com

facebook.com/DowntownDurham

@downtowndurham

Downtown Durham, Inc. (DDI) is a 501(c) 6 organiza-

tion, formed in 1993 to serve as a catalyst for down-

town revitalization. Our mission is very specific—create 

an environment for private investment in Downtown 

Durham by focusing our efforts in five main project 

areas: Economic Development, Parking, Appearance, 

Safety, and Promotion.


